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BEODTE INRFR Rugosa Rose
BEBDS FUFa Red-crowned Crane
EHiIrE | R OXYEINE Rishiri-Rebun-Sarobetsu National Park

XIREREL AR Shikotsu-Toya National Park
RELEIRNE Daisetsuzan National Park
fIEEILE Akan National Park

HREII LR Shiretoko National Park

HFEREL AR Kushiro-shitsugen National Park
EELRE | —tIJIEIEERETELRE | Niseko-Shakotan-Otaru Kaigan
Quasi-National Park
KEBEELE Onuma Quasi-National Park

ERRIRFTEEREERRE Shokambetsu-Teuri- Yagishiri
Quasi-National Park
HELREGZEENE Hidaka-sanmyaku-Erimo

Quasi-National Park
HEEEA R Abashiri Quasi-National Park
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HOKKAIDO

M General Information of Hokkaido Prefecture

Hokkaido is located in the northernmost area of Japan. It has the
largest land area of all prefectures in Japan which accounts for 22.1%
of the total land area of Japan. It is surrounded by three bodies of water
including the Pacific Ocean, the Japan Sea, and the Okhotsk Sea. Its
capital is Sapporo City. It generally belongs to the subarctic climate
which features short summers and long winters. Among the many
tourist spots is Shiretoko which was registered as a World Natural
Heritage site in 2005.

M The origin of the name “Hokkaido”

Hokkaido, formerly known as “Ezochi,” was changed to its current
name in 1869. When determining a name to replace Ezochi, an
explorer of Ezochi named Matsuura Takeshiro suggested six ideas, that
is, “Hitakamido,” “Kitakaido,” “Kaihokudo,” “Kaitodo,” “Tohokudo,”
and “Chishimado,” “Kitakaido (AtJnft&)” was chosen from the six
ideas and “Kai (/1) ” was changed to “Kai (if) ,” This is how “Ezochi”
was changed to “Hokkaido (L&) ”
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RoTE Losvo Chinese Milk Vetch

B05 SA4F3av Rock Ptarmigan

EYRE | PELEEIRE Chubu-sangaku National Park
BILEMRE Hakusan National Park

EERE | REAS/IEERE Hida-Kisogawa Quasi-National Park
BLR s FEEETLE | Ibi-Sekigahara-Yoro Quasi-National Park

(200858H 1 HIRAE) (as of August 1,2008)

(*) BFRRESDD D
There are some areas whose borders are yet to be determined.

202

P.-4

GIFU

M General Information about Gifu Prefecture

Gifu Prefecture is located almost in the center of Honshu. It's an inland
prefecture that has no access to the sea. Gifu has long been known by the name
“Hizan Nosui,” signifying the Hida Mountain Range in the north and the
pure waters of the rivers in the south. The Hida area is dotted with mountains
in the 3,000-meter class, and the Mino region is where the Kiso River, the
Nagara River and the Ibo River (Kiso-Sansen) run through the Noobi Plain.
The Hida region has both an Inland climate and a Sea of Japan climate, and
the Mino region is marked by the climate typical of a basin.

M The origin of the name “Gifu”

It is generally believed that after Oda Nobunaga took control of Inabayama
Castle, he changed the name from “Inoguchi” to “Gifu.” According to the
story, Takugen Souon, the priest of Seishuji Temple in Owari reportedly
suggested that Oda choose from among the names “Gizan,” “Giyo” or “Gifu.”
Oda Nobunaga made his choice and the name has stuck.

M Shirakawa-go

Shirakawa-go is a village that is located in the mountain area in the
watershed of the Sho-gawa River and about 110 “Gassho-zukuri” farmhouses
occupy the village. The architectural style is called “Gassho-zukuri” because
the steep roof resembles two hands joined
together. As this region gets large amounts
of snowfall, houses with steep thatched
roofs were built to bear the weight of the
snow that accumulates. Gassho-zukuri
Village in Shirakawa-go was registered by
UNESCO as a World Heritage Site in
1995.
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