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Section 2

Noah’s Ark

M The Great Flood

Noah’s ark is the story in “Genesis” of Noah and his family being
saved from a great flood due to having built an ark to escape the deluge.
The Bible lists Noah as the tenth descendant of Adam.

As the descendants of Adam and Eve increased, the evil of man also
increased on earth. God came to regret that he had made mankind and
decided to destroy all of humanity with a flood.

However, since Noah was a righteous man in his generation, God
decided to save Noah and his family. God ordered Noah to build a huge
ark and to put his family and pairs of every kind of animals in the ark.
Then, the flood occurred, and all creatures living on land were destroyed.

M Surviving Noah's family

Only Noah and those in the Ark survived. After 150 days, the
floodwaters receded and the ark finally landed on peak of Mount Ararat
which was still slightly underwater (a mountain in the eastern part of
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Section 1

What is Islam?

M What is Islam?

Islam is a form of monotheism founded by Muhammad in the 7th
century. Islam embraces one god, Allah, with the Koran (Quran) as the
Islamic Bible.

Islam is a world religion with 1,500,000,000 followers all over the
world but largely centered around its birthplace, the Arabic Middle
East. Islam has spread not only throughout Middle Eastern countries
like Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Oman, Qatar. Syria, United Arab Emirates,
and Bahrain, but also North Africa with Egypt, Libya, Algeria, Tunisia,
and Morocco, as well as Persian countries like Iran, Pakistan, and
Afghanistan. Central Asiatic countries such as Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan,
Turkmenistan, together with Turkey, Indonesia, India, and China have
also been subjected to Islam.

[ Japanese feelings about Islam

It was not until the Meiji Era that Japan learned a lot from Europe
and it was after the war that it learned a great deal from the U.S. Even
though Islam is found in Asia, it still seems to exist far from Japan and
has an image of being a medieval religion.

When we see the pilgrimage to Mecca held each year, we can feel
the overwhelming centripetal force of this modern world religion. To
clarify, 2 to 3 million followers from over 100 national origins participate
in the pilgrimage to Mecca.

The pilgrimage is called the Hajj meaning a pilgrimage to Mecca
and is held from the 8th to the 10th of Dhu Al-Hijjah, Hegira the 12th
month (the 12th month of the Hijri calendar).

231

e
2
=
N
£
%
A
o)

N IR HE NARRE7TNCH BPAERA O T

NARHEITGH




