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the last straw
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Jessie’s husband quit his job for no particular reasons last
year. He didn't try to seek a new job, but visited bars almost
every day, coming back home drunken. One day she discov-
ered that he had had an affair with another woman. It was
the last straw. She divorced him and kicked him out of the
house.
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tie the knot
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My cousin was a high school teacher who devoted all his
holidays and vacations to his hobby of mountain climbing.
He always turned down my advice to meet prospective girl-
friends. One summer day, however, he rescued an attractive
girl who lay unconscious on a high mountain because of alti-
tude sickness. He fell in love with her and decided to tie the
knot at last. When young, he was tied to mountains, but
later he was tied to his home.
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about-face
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Though the governor had been for the construction of the
nuclear power plant, he made an about-face on the issue af-
ter seeing the disaster caused by the tsunami of March 11,
2011. He is now opposing any proposal to construct nuclear
plants in the prefecture.
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curtains
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It would be curtains for the cranes if they were to be sur-
prised by a dog or fox while sound asleep in the marsh, so
the mother and father take turns staying awake and keeping
an eye out for sneaky enemies.
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