The British Museum
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he British Museum is one of the most valuable and largest museums

in the world in terms of both quantity and quality. The museum has
more than a 260 year history after establishment in 1753 on the basis of Sir
Hans Sloane’s collection of more than 71,000 items from all over the
world. Now the museum stores more than eight million objects from all
ages, cultures and countries in the world and the highlights of the museum
collection include the Rosetta Stone, the Parthenon Sculptures and
ancient mummies which are very popular amongst school children. They
typically come with packed lunches and enjoy the full day out at the
museum.

The museum attracts more than six million visitors out of over 30 million
international and UK tourists to London in a year. No matter what we may
wish, the British Museum reflects the authority and impact of the British
Empire in the past, highlighted by the phrase ‘the empire on which the
sun never sets’ and also the World Atlas used to be often coloured in red
for British Empire territories.

However, there are two sides of this coin with arguments about
worldwide cultural heritage in museums. That is to say, we can see some of
the most important cultural legacies under one roof. On the other hand,
some countries try to reclaim their lost cultural properties against the

museum.
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| have a half day in London after a meeting with my client in central
London. Where do you recommend me to visit?

How about the British Museum? It is easy to access if you are in central
London.

| know the museum, but it is always crowded and it is very difficult to
see popular displays such as the Rosetta Stone and the mummies when
it is filled with visitors.

Don’t you know that they are open until 8:30 p.m. on Friday on evenings?
It will be less busy in the evening.

Really? It's Friday today so | will definitely go there.

| am sure that you will have a great time at the museum.

What else should | look for when | am there?

I thoroughly recommend you check the ceiling at the Great Court.
Ceiling? Why?

The Great Court was designed by Sir Norman Foster in the year 2000
and the ceiling is made of over 3000 glass panels. Suprisingly, each
panel is individually designed and there are no identicaly shaped panels.

Amazing! You seem to know a lot about the museum, Ben. When was
the last time you went there?

Maybe over 30 years ago, as a part of a school trip. The museum was
the must-see place for every British child at primary school!
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O the British Museum XEE#EE (F5RAEOLBELEH-HRARAHZOBYE, QK
CHRLERICMEL., #TEMT S L O— - 0—FRER (Tottenham Court Road station) F7zldZ vt
JU - 2777z TER (Russell Square Station) MBS 10 HET 7 X BEF))

<& Sir Hans Sloane H#— < /\> X+ XO—> (1660 £~ 1753 F, BHMAL I a>EAFYR
BRICEBEL. ThHhAREBMEDD LT ETHLOND)

<O ancient mummy H#0D3I(5
< packed lunch (3], box lunchbox K] (F85®H D) &FHH
O the British Empire XEWHE

Othe empire on which the sun never sets KBARLTEERVE (REFE.
O 1))

<O World Atlas 5 1]
<O cultural legacy ULERE
Oreclaim BEZEKTD

& central London O K HuilER
<O popular display A0 2RI
O the Great Court /L—pha—+

Oceiling XF#. LR, HFARE ﬁ/ESIENTS

<O Sir Norman Foster #— - /—<> « 73 X% — (1935 ~, AFYR YU FrRI—4F Q *
NDEER) .

Oschool trip ER. EZHRIT cf. excursion GEBIEAED) /\iRfT, %E company outing # British Museum
BRIT

O primary school NER ((FURTIES ~ 11 ROFEBHED)
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