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® Conclusion (i)
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AE—F7—7< : Do you think technology has improved education?

P(XER)

Yes, technology has greatly improved education.
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the expansion of access and the personalization of learning experiences
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For example, language-learning apps like Duolingo and global platforms

such as Coursera--
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For these reasons, I believe technology has played an essential role in
enhancing education.
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e TOPIC : Do you think technology has improved education?
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® ] think Japan should take aging society more seriously.

DR TR ABRICEEEYET,
® According to government data, more than 28% of Japan’s population is

over 65. This shows that Japan should take aging society more
seriously.
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{5 : According to the statistics, Japan’s fertility rate is just above
1.2. This indicates a persistent long-term decline. Therefore, the

government must prioritize comprehensive childcare support.
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The world population is estimated at around 8.2 billion, reflecting

continued growth, particularly in developing regions.

@ A Oi#hn (population growth) X &EFEFEZELRIEER (environmental
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Japan’s total population is about 123 million, and it continues to decline

as birth rates remain low.
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Korea and Italy face similar trends, Japan's pace is among the fastest,
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raising concerns about competitiveness and security.

e TOPIC1 Should Japan view its declining birthrate Point (Conclusion) — For these reasons, Japan must treat its

as a national crisis? declining birthrate as a national crisis. Only bold, comprehensive

policies—childcare support, workplace reform, gender equality, and
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community revitalization—can secure a sustainable future. (219 &)

(KEY WORDS & PHRASES)

YES (EpiElD X R) £ @) 03 declining birthrate (4>¥1t)  national resilience (EIFR Dt/ - [A14E 1)
a / replacement level (AO#EFFKH#E) working-age population (4 4

Point— Yes, hould view its declining birthrat tional
es, Japan should view its declining birthrate as a nationa # A1) bold, comprehensive policies (FKJHA > @i 7 Bd)

crisis because it threatens the long-term sustainability of its economy,

social security system, and national resilience. This is not simply a
SAU—FEHASL L, BHED? O ORMI -T2 F, I=PREPZH
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matter of population size; it is about whether the country can maintain

a functioning society in the decades ahead.

Reason— Japan's fertility rate is just above 1.2, far below the Q1:428k - BigR

replacement level of 2.1, and nearly 30 percent of the population is Have you observed any examples in Japan where the effects of the
already over 65. If this imbalance continues, the working-age declining birthrate are already visible in daily life or local
population will shrink, tax revenues will decline, and the burden of communities?

pensions and healthcare will rise. Rural depopulation will also S

accelerate, leaving many communities without schools, transport, or

Yes, I've noticed them in several ways. In many small towns, schools
basic services.

have closed because there simply aren't enough children to keep them

Example— For example, Japan’s population peaked at 128 million in running. As a result, families often have to send their kids to schools
2008 but has already fallen to around 120 million today. Government in distant areas. Local shops and bus routes have also disappeared as
projections suggest it could drop below 100 million by 2050. The the population keeps aging, making life less convenient for elderly
decline is visible: schools are closing, companies struggle to secure residents. Even in Tokyo, companies frequently mention how difficult it
young workers, and municipalities face fiscal stress as their residents is to recruit young employees. These examples clearly show the

age. International comparisons highlight the severity: while South impact of the declining birthrate on everyday life.
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TOPIC CARDS (=)

protect the environment.

9.ls Japan’s entrance-exam system outdated and in need of
reform?

10.Agree or disagree: A “sugar tax” is necessary to improve

public health.

TOPIC CARD - 3

TOPIC CARD- 1

1 Has compulsory voting improved democracy in other
countries, and should Japan adopt it?

2 Agree or disagree: Japan should promote a four-day
workweek nationwide.

3 Is banning the sale of gasoline cars by 2035 realistic for
Japan?

4 Agree or disagree: Japan should legalize euthanasia for
terminally ill patients.

5 Has hosting the Olympics brought Japan long-term

benefits?

11.Agree or disagree: Japan should revise its Constitution
(Article 9).

12.Will digital currencies issued by central banks eventually
replace cash?

13.Agree or disagree: Japan should expand its use of
carbon capture and storage technologies.

14.Do you agree or disagree: Japanese schools should
adopt more project-based learning to foster creativity.
15.Has Japan done enough to protect citizens from the

dangers of smoking?

TOPIC CARD - 4

TOPIC CARD - 2

6.Do you agree or disagree: Japan should strengthen ties
with ASEAN more than with the U.S.
7.1s it time for Japan to introduce a universal basic income

(UBI)?

8.Agree or disagree: Plastic packaging should be banned to

292

16.Agree or disagree: Japan should invest more in space
exploration.

17.Have anime and manga become an effective tool of
cultural diplomacy for Japan?

18.Agree or disagree: Political advertisements should be
banned on social media before elections.

19.1s it wise to make physical education optional in

Japanese high schools?
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